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New awareness poster for Swinhoe’s Softshell Turtle 
(Rafetus swinhoei).

A new awareness poster for the critically en-
dangered Swinhoe’s Softshell Turtle (Rafetus 
swinhoei) has been completed.  The species is 
better known in Vietnam for the legendary soft-
shell turtle inhabiting Hoan Kiem Lake in central 
Hanoi, where a single large remaining animal of 
this species is affectionately known by Hanoian’s 
as Rua Hoan Kiem (the Hoan Kiem Turtle).  With 
only four animals known in existence globally, two 
in China and two in Vietnam the species is now 
considered by many to be the most endangered 
turtle species in the world.  The poster is to be 
distributed during interview surveys throughout 
northern Vietnam conducted by the Asian Turtle 
Program (ATP) searching for additional animals 
and habitat.  As well as increasing awareness to 
the importance of these large turtles and their link 
to the sacred animal in Hanoi the poster also car-
ries contact information allowing people to report 
information on possible additional sites for the 
species.

The poster was completed in September by the Asian Turtle Program (ATP) of Cleveland Metroparks Zoo in coopera-
tion with Education for Nature Vietnam. Support for the poster was provided by the Critical Ecosystems Partnership Fund 
(CEPF), Birdlife International and Columbus Zoo. 

For further information please contact:

Tim McCormack or Hoang Van Ha
Asian Turtle Program
PO Box 179
Hanoi, Vietnam
Tel: +84 (0) 4 3514 9750
Email:  AsianTurtleProgram@gmail.com


