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Hoin Kidm turtle
I of 6 still flippitg
uA n0 t rhe
legendary turtlb in Hodn
Kidm Lake is thought to
be one of six ofits species
remaining.

"The five other turtles
are found in China," said
Douglas Hendrie, from the
World Conservation Union
(rucN).

At a seminar held by
Vi€t Nam Forum of Envi-
ronmenta l  Journa l i s ts
(VFEJ) to discuss turtle
conserva t ion ,  Hendr ie
stressed that all 28 turtle
species found in ViQt IJam
are endangered. Vietnam-
ese turtle populations in-
clude 23 fresh-water turtle

species and five species
that are sea tortoises.

In the past 15 years, il-
legal poaching and trading
and damaging of natural
habitats has caused the
number of turtles to drop.
Turt le experts are sur-
prised that rare turtles, and
particularly Hoin Kidm's
famed inhabitant, have not
been protected by ViQt
Nam legislation.

At the seminar, envi-
ronmentalists from differ-
ent organisations informed
journalists of legislative
documents who are con-
cerned about endangered
animal protection. - VNS


